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Birth Tourism

 \Women who visit Canada to give birth with the
express purpose of obtaining citizenship for their
child




lssues

e Short-term
e Crowding out residents from local hospitals (Richmond General

e Some unpaid or under-paid medical bills

* Longer-term




Data iIssues

o Statistics Canada/Provincial Vital Statistics
Agencies undercount

* Canadian Institute for Health Information (CIH
Discharge Abstract Database (DAD) provides




Non-Resident Mother Births

Statistics Canada Vital Statistics 2010-16 Undercount
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Other Country Resident Births

Hospital Data, CIHI DAD, All but Quebec, Overcount

1.2 4,000




Other Country Resident Births

Hospital Data, CIHI DAD, All but Quebec

2010| 2011, 2012 2013| 2014| 2015 2016, 2017 Total
Ontario 1 009 @135 1 260 520 | 18239 11 980 2495 2 524 L8 414
British Columbia| 140 | 191 | 189 | 304 | 533 | 460 | 5/6 | 689 | 3,082

Alberta

Other

U
e Aon
£

Canada
(excluding
Quebec)

2| 169 | 202 | 238 212 187




Other Country Resident Births

Top 10 Hospitals, CIHI DAD, All but Quebec

o zoroa]| Ayiee | A0 | e | 2000 [ 20100 [ oo
Richmond Hospital BC 1,770 125 382 206.8% 2,145 469 21.9%
Scarborough and Rouge Birchmount ON 811 81 135 65.4% 1,720 163 9.5%
Ste-Mary QC 1,649 168 270 60.9% 3,962 361 9.1%
St. Paul's & Mount Saint Joseph BC 670 67 111 1,451 132

Mackenzie Richmond Hill

Our Shared Purpose—St. Joseph’s

Scarborough and Rouge General

Trillium Mississauga

McGill

North York General

64.7%

9.1%




Options

o Study further (Government position using CIHI

* Qualified birthright citizenship (Australia




1: Study further

e Government approach

* Responds partly to Richmond and other
pressures




2. Qualitied birthright
citizenship

e Australia model: parent must be citizenship or permanent resident,
with residency requirement for child (10 years)

« Simple legislative change but significant implementation
operational changes and costs

e Federal issuing citizenship proofs or cards to all Canadians; or,

Provinces incorporating citizenship status in birth certificates (as




3. Restrict visas

e Currently, no grounds to deny visa for women with intent
to give birth in Canada

* Provide visa officers with discretion to deny visas in cases
of suspected birth tourism (CBSA at port of entry?

S

a officers to re

* Allow vi




4. Financilal disincentives

* Non-residents already pay non-resident fees (~
to 3 times medicare

* |Increase non-resident fees or require deposits
that are 5 times higher than non-resident fees to




Public Attitudes

2019 Angus Reid Survey

Only the mother is in Canada on a tourist visa BESA

Both parents are in Canada on tourist visas 24%

Both parents are in Canada on student visas  40%



http://angusreid.org/birthright-citizenship-birth-tourism/

Concluding Observations

e Birth tourism small percentage live births and number of
iImmigrants

* Evidence we have shows it is increasing

e Clearest option is qualified birthright citizenship but operational




Email:
Twitter:
LinkedIn:

Facebook:

Blog:
Books:

Andrew Griffith

agriffith232 @gmail.com

@andrew _griffith

andrewlgriffith
Andrew Griffith C&M

www.multiculturalmeanderings.wordpress.com

lulu.com

63’0 239 %
| ey

Sh
&0 Bb,

Y/ 5, ¥
*Hﬁéy ao’}’,‘g‘,"NAL"«EB“m ?%IAN“‘ B

PLEkﬁfA@ﬂm,@(@é& %
ot

MULTICULTURALISM
IN CANADA

Evidence and Anecdote
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