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Agenda

e Policy context and history

e Statistics

* 2010 Changes and impact




Policy Context

Global vs Local

» Citizenship: Facilitation vs. Meaningfulness

 Multiculturalism: Accommodation vs. Integration




History

 Pre-1947: British subjects

e 1947: Canadian Citizenship Act

* Legal recognition

* Preference British subjects

* Dual nationality not recognized




Citizenship Take-up
Foreign-born by Place of Birth, NHS 2011
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PRs, Applications, Citizens

2004 to 2015 IRCC Operational Data
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Citizenship Take-Up
6 Years Since Landing vs All Years Since Landing 2015

ok e O 77%




Impact 2010 Changes

Percentage Decline by Country of Birth
2010-13 and 2014-15 Compared to 2005-9
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Changes 2010

STUDY GUIDE

* Emphasis on history, military,
responsibilities

« More rigorous knowledge Discover Canada




2014 Citizenship Act

Residency and Testing

* Longer residency (4 out of 6), physical presence

 From "honour system’ to residency
uestionnaire




2014 Citizenship Act

Business Processes

 Removal of citizenship judges

* Ability to cancel incomplete applications




2014 Citizenship Act

Fairness

. st Canadians’ fix

e Fees from $100 to $530, plus language testing
~ $200




Implications Conservative
Changes

e Burden on low-iIncome, less educated and
refugees

e Further reduction in naturalization rate




Liberal Changes 2016

Adjustments, not full repeal

e Principle: “A Canadian is a Canadian is a Canadian’

* Repeal revocation for dual nationals for terror or treason

e Remove barriers

* Restore the previous age limits for knowledge and language
testing to 18-54 (~ 10 percent of applicants




|iberal Changes 2016 (2

No changes to integrity measures

Maintain Conservative integrity improvements
* Physical presence, not just legal residency
* Knowledge requirement met in English or French, not through an interpreter
* Bar granting citizenship to those with foreign criminal charges and convictions

* Regulations for citizenship consultants

Increased fines and penalties for fraud
Requi t for adult applicants to file Canadi




Liberal Changes 2016

No changes to efficiency measures

Efficiency

e Ministerial authority to revoke citizenship for routine cases (previously,
Governor in Council)

* Ministerial authority on discretionary grants of citizenship (previously,
Governor in Council)

* Departmental authority to decide what is a complete application
(streamlines processing)




Implications Liberal Changes

 Revocation repeal ensures consistent treatment for all

 Removal of testing for 55-64 greater impact than
14-17




Gaps

* Due process in revocation for fraud

« Provide right for oral hearing as with permanent residency revocation
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Competitiveness
Country Residency

— s120 | 70% | 66




Overall

e Conservative integrity improvements with Liberal
facilitation measures

* Restoring the Diefenbaker policy of not stripping




Broader Issues

e Dual nationality, diaspora politics and loyalty

e Global mobility vs. belonging — competitiveness
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