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Agenda

o Context, framework and history

 Recent and planned changes
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Multiculturalism

Canadian History, Identity and
Values



Immigration-Based Society

Culture of Accommodation

 Canada built by successive waves of
immigration

 Accommodation (Imperfect) among Indigenous,
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Citizenship-related Policies

 1960s — Discrimination removed from immigrant
selection (1962); points system introduced (1967

* 1971 — Multiculturalism Policy




Citizenship — General

e Birthright or ‘blood’ citizenship

* Residency: length, physical or legal presence

e Language and knowledge requirements




Evolving Citizenship

Language

Test Ages 18-64 (18-54 2005




Changes 2010

STUDY GUIDE

 Emphasis on history, military,
responsibilities

. Discover Canada
() M O re r | g O rO u S k n OWl e d g e The Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship




2014 Citizenship Act

Residency and Testing

* Longer residency (4 out of 6) and physical
presence

* From "honour system™ to residency questionnaire




2014 Citizenship Act

Integrity
Physical presence, not just legal residency

Knowledge requirement met in English or French, not
through an interpreter

e Bar granting C|t|zensh|p to those with foreign criminal




2014 Citizenship Act

Efficiency and Business Processes

* Ministerial authority to revoke citizenship for fraud,
misrepresentation (previously, GiC

* Ministerial authority on discretionary grants of citizenship
poreviously, GiC

* Ability to cancel incomplete applications




2014 Citizenship Act

Falrness

e “Lost Canadians” fix

* Fees from $100 to $530, plus language testing (~
$200




Liberal Changes 2017 (C-6

Adjustments, not full repeal

e Principle: “A Canadian is a Canadian is a Canadian’

* Repeal revocation for dual nationals for terror or treason

e Remove barriers

e Restore the previous age limits for knowledge and language
testing to 18-54 (~ 10 percent of applicants




2017 C-6 Citizenship Act

Integrity, Due Process

* Maintain C-24 integrity measures plus:

 No longer counting time spent under a conditional sentence
order towards meeting physical presence

e Retroactive application of prohibition of applicants from taking
oath if never met/no longer meet requirements




Other planned changes

 C-33 Elections Act amendment proposes
unlimited voting rights for expatriates

e Ministerial mandate letter includes T
recommendation for new oath:







Citizenship Take-up
Foreign-born by Place of Birth, NHS 2011

Eastern & SE Asia 1,826,205
Southern Asia 927,775
Latin America 676,855

West Asia & ME 484,985

Caribbean - 368,465




Citizenship Applications & Citizens

2000-16 IRCC Operational Data

300,000 — PR Trendline

225,000

150,000



Citizenship Take-Up

6 Years Since Landing vs All Years Since Landing 2015

80% g 3% s




Impact 2010 Changes

Citizenship Test Percentage Decline by Country of Birth
2010-15 Compared to 2005-9

Caribbean -14.7%
Southern & East African -14.5%
South Asian
West Asian & Mid-East
Latin American
East & Southeast Asian
Central & West African

South European




L anguage Assessment
Type of Assessment 2013-15

Diploma in Eng/Fr 62.4%

Private testing

LINC, Prov Certificate




lmpact by Immigrant Class

Percentage Change New Citizens
2010-15 Compared to 2005-9

8%

0.9%




Fees — Major barrier

o User fees exemption to reduce scrutiny

e $100 to $300 (Feb 2014) to $530 (Jan 2015




Adult Processing Fee Revenues

IRCC assumes no decline — 182,400 adult applications
Canada Gazette

100 M $96.672.000—

75% M

$54,720,000

$48,864,410




Fee Recommendations

1. Reduce processing fee of $530 to $300, abolish right of
citizenship fee of $100, consider partial waiver for refugees and
low Income immigrants;

2. Review impact of cost of language pre-assessment (about $200),
develop lower-cost alternatives;




Senate Committee Fees
Observation

« 2017: The committee also notes that citizenship application fees are rising at an
accelerated pace. In February 2014, an individual application fee cost $100.
Today, the cost is $530. This is more than a 500 per cent increase. There is an
additional $100 right of citizenship fee. Altogether, the cost to acquire
citizenship for a family of four with two minor children is $1,460. When extra
costs such as language training and testing are taken into consideration, the
costs are much higher. High citizenship fees can present a significant financial
burden to potential applicants, and could act as a barrier for traditionally low
Income groups such as those with disabilities, single mothers and minorities. To

ensure that potential applicants are not barred from citizenship based sole




Observations & Policy




mpetitiveness

Country Residency Fee CAD MIPEX
— $1190 | 78% | 68




Overall

* Conservative integrity improvements with Liberal
facilitation measures

* Restoring equal treatment for Canadians and dual
nationals




Policy Questions

Citizenship

* Balance between presence and mobility? Between
meaningfulness and instrumental citizenship?

e Does naturalization matter?

* Should fees be based on cost recovery or mix of
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